Welcome

RESOURCES
ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS MISSION STATEMENT
We worship and glorify God, by loving and caring for each
other, providing a safe, thriving and life-long home, from
which we spread the teaching and good works of our
Orthodox Christian Faith.
Being God’s stewards, we celebrate our faith by:
 participating fully in the sacramental and
liturgical life of the church.
 responding to the needs of all by living
the message of the Gospel through
outreach to each other and to the
community at large.
 using our God-given talents as stewards
to strengthen God’s church.
“Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7



ORGANIZATIONS & ACTIVITIES
Executive Board / Parish Council
Virgin Mary Society: Ladies Society
 Fellowship of St. John the Divine:
Adult Group
Order of St. Ignatius:
Philanthropic Group

For more details about the activities of St. John of Damascus Orthodox Church, the
history of this parish and our faith, please visit our website:

to

ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS

www.stjohnd.org

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Dedham, Massachusetts

On our website, you will also find a page of useful Orthodox links:
www.stjohnd.org/links
For information about the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese:
www.antiochian.org
For information on the Orthodox Faith: Please visit our pamphlet racks in the
vestibule of the church or near the Church School entrance.
Please also feel free to contact our pastor at 781.326.3046 or email him at
pastor@stjohnd.org.
Recommended books:
The series The Orthodox Faith written by the V. Rev. Thomas Hopko is intended to provide
basic, comprehensive information on the faith and the life of the Orthodox Church for
the average reader.

W

Introducing the Orthodox Church: Its Faith and Life written by Fr. Anthony M. Coniaris is a
handbook for use by those who wish to become acquainted with the ancient and
apostolic Orthodox Church.

elcome to St. John’s! We hope you will complete our
visitor card and introduce yourself to one of the greeters,
ushers or our pastor after the service. If your visit today is
part of a journey of faith, you will learn much about the
Orthodox Faith by your choice today to “come and see”
(John 1:39.) If you have questions or would like to learn
more about Orthodoxy, see the back of this card for
resources. If this is your first time in an Orthodox Church,
here is some information that will make your visit more
spiritually rewarding.

Teen SOYO: Youth Group
Altar Servers
Choir
Church School, Parent Guild,
Adult Education, Workshops
and Parish Library

CHARITABLE PROJECTS
Food for Hungry Program (Archdiocese Program)
Collections for St. Innocent Orphanage in Mexico
Angel Tree (Christmas gifts for needy children)
Ongoing Food and Coat Collections
Support community food pantries
Special collections for our Veterans and natural disasters
IOCC –International Orthodox Christian Charities
Al-Kafaat (foundation for handicapped children and
adults in Lebanon)



Sundays: Orthros 9:00 / Liturgy 10:00
(Liturgy 9:30 – Memorial Day to Labor Day)
Weekdays and Feasts: as announced
300 West St. • Dedham, MA 02026 • 781-326-3046
E-mail: churchoffice@stjohnd.org
Website: www.stjohnd.org




We are a parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America,
in the Diocese of Worcester and New England. Our archdiocese and parish are in
communion with all the Canonical Orthodox Churches throughout the world.

Our services are in English with occasional Arabic or Greek.



T

he Orthodox Church is the same New Testament Church founded by our Lord Jesus
Christ in the first century. For over 2000 years, the Orthodox Church has worked to
preserve the teachings, practices and traditions handed down by the Apostles and their
heirs, the bishops. Just as the Bible instructs us that our “...whole spirit and soul and body
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23), our
worship is both spiritual and physical:
Sight

Candles remind us of Christ, the light of the world. Elaborate
vestments and golden articles are used in worship to honor Christ.
Icons of Christ, the Virgin Mary and the saints adorn the sanctuary,
surrounding us with beautiful ‘windows to heaven,’ the ultimate goal
of our earthly pilgrimage. When we venerate icons, we honor the
person represented.

Sound As in the early Church, the liturgy is chanted by human voice
alone. In some churches, bells are used for call to worship.
Touch The sign of the cross, the kissing of icons and bowing remind
us that the body will resurrect and join the soul after death,
so, it should actively be involved with the mind in worship on earth.
Smell

Incense, which symbolizes the prayer of the faithful, fills the church.

Taste

The prayers of the priest change the bread and wine into the
real Body and Blood of Christ, but, they retain the taste of their
original forms. The blessed bread given out at the end of Liturgy is
unseasoned and pure just like Christ, the bread of life.

Those Orthodox Christians who have fasted and
repented may approach the chalice for communion.
All are welcome to partake of the holy bread and
to receive a blessing at the end of the service.

Please join us for coffee hour in the parish hall!

IN THE PEW RACK
Red Service Book
Official text of the Archdiocese; many of the regular services are printed inside.
Divine Liturgy for Children
Adults can use this too! It has pictures and side notes to guide all through the service. In
this archdiocese, we use version one.
Divine Liturgy for Clergy and Laity
Spiral bound service book which includes text and music for congregational participation. Though the music may be different when the choir sings, please feel free to join in!
Please see list of pages for the order of service for the Divine Liturgy.
KISS OF PEACE - A sign of Christian unity and fellowship
(1 Cor. 16:20). Clergy and the faithful exchange the kiss of peace
(or simply a handshake) before saying the Nicene Creed.

The Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, the Only-begotten, Begotten of
the Father before all worlds, Light of
Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten,
not made, of one essence with the
Father, by Whom all things were made:
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven, and was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary, and was made man;
And was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was
buried;
And the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures;
And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at
the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory to
judge the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord,
and Giver of Life,
Who proceedeth from
the Father, Who with
the Father and the Son

together is worshipped and glorified,
Who spake by the Prophets;
And I believe in One, Holy, Catholic and
Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins.
I look for the Resurrection of the dead,
And the Life of the world to come.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed
be Thy Name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.

 Be sure to take

the weekly
bulletin from
the vestibule
which lists
hymns, readings
and parish
announcements.

(*)Stand during these parts of the service
Stand during the censing of the church, the Gospel, the Little and Great Entrances, the
Anaphora and Consecration of the Gifts, Holy Communion, priest’s blessings, and the
Dismissal. When in doubt, stand. It is never wrong to stand in church.

